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Abstract 
This study was to examine the use of mnemonic loci method in developing student’s 
vocabulary acquisition. This classroom action research design conducted to the 27 students of 
second grade SMP Negeri 3 Ketungau Hulu in academic year 2018/2019. Two cycles of 
classroom action research were conducted to help the researcher achieve the objective. The 
data were collected and analyzed in qualitative and quantitative form.  The findings showed 
that there were positive improvements on students’ vocabulary acquisition. This result was 
exactly supported by the process in teaching and learning, which indicated that students’ 
interest in learning vocabulary increased. The use of mnemonic loci method combined with 
picture was useful in assisting students to memorize vocabulary target in the learning process. 
In conclusion, the researcher was highly recommended that mnemonic loci method combined 
with picture as aids may be applied in teaching vocabulary. The use of mnemonic loci method 
was not simply improving students’ vocabulary acquisition but valuable to encourage students 
in learning vocabulary. 
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INTRODUCTION 
Mnemonic defines as a devices for 
memorizing. Memory or retention has been 
playing a vital role in vocabulary acquisiton. The 
way for remembering word in teaching learning 
vocabulary as the main focus that must be 
needed. At this point, learning words for the 
purpose in long time memory were need an 
appropriate technique. In teaching English 
vocabulary, it was necessary for teachers to 
choose appropriate teaching method. The 
teacher need to be creative in searching other 
sterategy to enhance students’ vocabulary 
acquisition. Accordingly, mnemonic loci 
method has conducted to develop student’s 
vocabulary acquisition. Method of Loci by 
means using a place and the objects in it to 
associate with a list of items. As suggested by 
Sprenger (2005: 118) the strategy to implement 
method of loci are: choose a starting place, and 
as you go around the room, place the item with 
the object (e.g., bedroom: dresser is for first 
item, bed for second, lamp for third, picture for 
fourth, window for fifth, etc.). Using this method 
entails imagining a very familiar place like a 
room or a house and then associating each new 
word to a part of it to be remembered. the 
students take an imaginary walk along their 
familiar places, and retrieve the items they have 
put there (Ketabi and Amiryousefy, 2011).  
Loci method emphasize that all the thing in 
arround can be used as the aids in teaching and 
learning process. This means, using contextual 
approach that related to the student’s 
environment may help student to remember the 
list of word. This method allows the student to 
train theirs memorize effectively. It is very 
appropriate for children in the right ages, within 
the ability to remember are strongly functioning. 
Mnemonic loci method may possibly implement 
through picture as aids. Nevertheless, the teacher 
should be selective in choosing the appropriate 
media and material for teaching and learning 
process. 
METHOD 
The study accomplished through CAR 
(Classroom Action Research) design. CAR was 
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highly recommended to solve problem in 
classroom. The goal of the implementation of 
CAR was like a problem solving whereas in 
teaching and learning process may face 
difficulties. Burn (2010:2) critically emphasize 
that CAR provide such a way in “problematic 
situation” to the purpose of the improvement, 
and changes thing to be better in the teaching and 
learning. The main idea of CAR does not only 
about result of improvement but it was more 
emphasize the process to reach it. The way to 
make the improvement is must be highly to 
consider. There are four basic stages in 
conducting a classroom action research, which 
planning as a means the action plan, acting is the 
implementation of the plans, observing by means 
the observation process of implementation, and 
reflecting is the evaluation of all these stages 
(Kemmis & McTaggart in Burns, 2010:9). 
This study was conducted in SMP Negeri 3 
Ketungau Hulu in Academic Year 2018/2019. 
The population in this research is 56 students at 
second grade of SMP Negeri 3 Ketungau Hulu 
in Academic Year 2018/2019. In choosing the 
sample of this study, the researcher was used the 
lower student in the class by gaining the data 
from the result of students’ average score during 
the odds semester. In this study, the researcher 
used purposive sampling. The sample or subjects 
of this research were 27 students of Class 8B. 
According to Cohen, et al. (2005:103) says, “In 
purposive sampling, researchers hand picks the 
cases to be included in the sample on the basis of 
their judgment of their typicality”. It means that 
in choosing a purposive sampling the researcher 
believes that the data needed to collect from the 
sample that exactly face the difficulties in 
vocabulary acquisition. 
In this study, the researcher used 
observation to know all events appear during 
teaching english vocabulary by using mnemonic 
loci method include the students’ attitude, 
behavior, and response. The observation 
checklist used to make it more systematic, 
containing list of students’ activities and 
response or happening, which might happen. 
Field notes is used, which made to record the 
important events that appear during teaching 
learning process when the mnemonic loci 
method applied, including the students’ 
interaction and activity in order this could 
supported the data from the observation 
checklist. It used to know the activity during the 
teaching and learning process, to record events 
happen in the class. In completing this study, the 
test based on an achievement test which form in 
multiple choice test item. In order to get a 
competent data, the researcher divided the test 
into two section: they were pre test and post-test. 
The purpose of giving the classroom tests was to 
check the students’ achievement as an indicator 
of progress toward educational objectives set for 
the students. 
The method collecting data in action 
research were mostly as a qualitative form, but it 
was not merely quantitative method will be 
ignored to action research. As clarified by 
Norton (2009:116) in qualitative research the 
aim was to acknowledge fully the subjective part 
played by the researcher, not only in collecting 
data but also in how to analyse and interpret it. 
In other hand, the aim quantitative research was 
to be objective as possible and to minimise error 
and bias. Since the aim of action research was to 
implement change, therefore the pedadogical 
action research does not have to follow 
traditional models of experimental design but 
quantitative methods used to complement or 
extend the finding. 
In this study, the researcher analyzed the 
data using quantitative and qualitative data. The 
quantitative data reflected from the result of test, 
which analyzed by using statistical analysis. This 
related to the analysis of the improvement of 
students’ vocabulary acquisition through the 
computation score of students’ achievement. 
Afterward, Qualitative data used to describe and 
collect data from observation. The description 
used to know students’ acting movement and 
students’ behavior progress in every cycle of this 
study. Miles and Huberman (1994) found the 
procedures qualitative data analysis, namely: 
data reduction, data display, and conclusion data. 
In this study, the students’ success and 
failure in doing the activities plan above, it 
assessed by referring to the of Minimum Criteria 
Mastery Learning   by department of school. The 
criterion said that a student could be said to pass 
the test if he/she could solve 75% of the whole 
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problems and a class was said to be successful if 
85% of the members pass the test. 
 
FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
Finding 
The Analysis of the First Cycle 
Planning 
In this stage, the researcher and English 
teacher were together prepared the instructional 
tools before starting to implement mnemonic 
loci method. They were several things that were 
need in teaching and learning process such as 
lesson plan, picture, the list of vocabulary word, 
and observation checklist. 
 
Implementing 
In this activity, the role of researcher here is as a 
teacher when the English teacher becomes 
observer. They were 27 students who present in 
this activity. Teacher showed the students ten 
pictures that must be remember. The topic is 
about obligation and rule around school that 
enable students to understand what needs to do 
and what did not allow to do. Thus, there were 
some word needs to be included as the key in 
understanding this topic. These words were 
including noun. This activity was enabling 
students to train memory toward the words 
given. The list of ten words with picture showed 
for about five minutes. Then after, students must 
remember and write in a piece of paper. Teacher 
gave a brief explanation for 30 minutes about the 
meaning of ten words. Then teacher taught 
students how to make these words be a good 
sentence. Then also, the teacher gave quiz and 
reviewed the material. At the end of the lesson, 
the researcher gave assessment by written test. 
 
Observing 
For about 30 minutes, the teacher observed 
the students’ conditions when students applied 
mnemonic loci method. English teacher also 
helped the researcher. When applied mnemonic 
loci method, there are some students’ confused 
about this method. Because they still confused 
with the direction and they never practice this 
method before. However, there are many 
students were very enthusiast and enjoy during 
practice mnemonic loci method.  
After gave practice to remember 
vocabulary words use mnemonic loci method, 
the researcher gave written test that formed in ten 
items of multiple choices. There were aspects of 
assessment as a guideline in measuring students’ 
vocabulary acquisition. Students did the test 
individually without open book or any help from 
the teacher.  
 
Reflecting 
For observing the students’ participation, it 
showed that students still have difficulties to 
memorize the list of words given by teacher. 
They also did not respond well for learning 
process using mnemonic loci method to develop 
vocabulary acquisition. From the observation, it 
proved that students’ activeness in learning 
English vocabulary was little enough. Students 
still not focus on the material; they did not listen 
to teachers’ explanation, and there were still 
passive in learning process. 
Based on the notes above, the researcher as 
the teacher must be more creative in delivering 
material by using mnemonic loci method to 
develop students’ vocabulary acquisition. 
Teacher completed the observation in the first 
cycle. The teacher also did a reflecting and an 
evaluating in the learning activities. To get 
solution on the problem, the teacher plans some 
action, namely: teacher asked students to focus 
on study, teacher asked students to be more 
active in learning process, teacher should 
manage class well, teacher should make class 
condition well to get students be more active, 
teacher noted all of activities in class while 
learning process was going on. Then, teacher 
also should make an interesting media such as 
picture.  It must be related with students’ 
environment. 
From the reflecting above, it got solution of 
the problem of learning process by using 
mnemonic loci method to develop students’ 
vocabulary acquisition. The result from the 
reflecting for doing second cycle to get 
maximum research and repairing the third if the 
result of the second cycle unsatisfied. 
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The Analysis of the Second Cycle 
Planning 
This activity has done based on the reflection 
of the first cycle. The students still not able to 
make sentences using the key words that given 
by the teacher. Therefore, in this cycle the 
teacher used contextual picture as media to help 
students develop their vocabulary acquisition. 
 
Implementing 
In this cycle the topic was about how state 
rule. There were 27 students participate. The 
teacher used same method and different media. 
The media was a contextual picture around the 
classroom. In this stage, teacher gave ten lists of 
words with meaning. Then,  teachers showed to 
the students the picture and gave example how 
to state a rule using these words with picture. 
This activity enables students to remember the 
word easily because all examples of sentences 
were around the school context. Afterward, 
students tried to build their own sentences that 
related to the topic. 
 
Observing 
In this case, the students were still 
enthusiasm. The students’ can make sentences 
well and they can answer the question from 
teacher about the lesson that related to the topic 
discussed. The atmosphere of the classroom also 
seemed to be well organized.   
 
Reflecting 
The students' development in vocabulary 
acquisition was more significant. It has proven 
by the average score of the test and their 
enthusiastic in learning process. The teacher and 
researcher decided to stop in this cycle. The 
teacher and researcher concluded that the 
development of students' vocabulary acquisition 
more significant after being given treatment 
using mnemonic loci method since the first cycle 
until the second cycle. 
 
Discussion 
Based on the research finding above, there 
were improvement on students’ vocabulary 
learning. Nevertheless, it was not easy as 
expected because there were some limitations 
while implementing mnemonic loci method. It 
can be seen that from cycle to cycle of 
vocabulary learning process. In the first cycle, 
the most of students were not really interest 
toward learning process. This means the 
realization of the method used in teaching 
process were not succeed. 
Thus, the researcher needs to revise all the 
process that has conducted. From the reflection 
of the process in first cycle, it was truly that 
student still confuse, passive, and they did not 
respond well toward mnemonic loci method. 
Some of them indicated that they were not sure 
about the word that used as a learning target or 
did not know how to use these words in written 
and spoken language. It was clearly the method 
used was not yet able to enhance student’s 
vocabulary learning as the purpose of this study. 
Therefore, the result was not successive as 
expected. 
In some cases, the development of students’ 
vocabulary acquisition predisposed to the 
learning situation and the strategy used to teach 
students. In fact, the students did not only feel 
enjoy in learning process, but they also learned 
some important thing through school 
environment. Having the learning situation, 
which could take the students into their world; it 
would certainly facilitate the teacher to handle 
the class and to transfer knowledge easier to the 
students. So, the target of study would 
maximally achieve. 
Compared with the learning situation in 
which the classroom teacher used a wrongfully 
strategy and gave so serious learning situation 
that eventually it would get them into boredom 
and finally the knowledge would not be 
transferred well.  It seems the use of technique 
would be more influential if the aid were 
support. As suggested by D’Arcy (2005:2) the 
more efficient process of remembering or 
memorizing information could not avoid from 
what kind of the aid used in many mnemonic 
techniques. 
In the second cycle, there was a noteworthy 
on the process of teaching and learning English 
vocabulary. Students were enthusiast during 
English vocabulary learning process. It was also 
related to the findings of previous study which 
done by Azmi (2016) mnemonic technique give 
good impact to the learners which enable them 
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to enjoy the learning process; enhance students’ 
retention of new word while using various 
mnemonic strategies, such as visual methods 
which contain pictures, visualization or imagery 
(Amoli and Karbalaei: 2012). 
This indicated that method used by 
researcher in this study able to stimulate students 
in learning process. Thus, the development of 
students could bring a good impact for learning 
target of this study, which accomplished as 
expected. 
 
CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
Conclusion 
From the results of this research as 
discussed in the previous chapter, the problem in 
this research is the strength made to develop 
students’ vocabulary acquisition. To overwhelm 
these problems then the teacher, offer a teaching 
method that is using mnemonic loci method to 
develop students’ vocabulary acquisition in form 
of classroom action research. This process 
includes planning, acting, observing and 
reflecting on each cycle. In the implementation 
this research, the use of mnemonic loci method 
that combined with picture has significant role 
facilitated students to develop vocabulary 
acquisition. This method did not merely allow 
students to memorize the list of vocabulary but 
also helped students to use it in appropriate 
sentences. As general mnemonic is design to 
help learners train memory but also in fact the 
role of picture as aid is very important.  The use 
of picture was really support the implementation 
of mnemonic loci method. Using picture is an 
effort to help students to understand and 
comprehend something clearly and easily.   
In the implementation this research, 
Moreover, the impact of the strategy used of this 
research was not only enabled students to train 
memory but also to develop the vocabulary 
acquisition. The development of students’ 
vocabulary as means as how to use the word 
become more multipart function. For case, how 
student able to use the word in building good 
sentences and use it in appropriate English 
practice such as listening, speaking, reading or 
another skill include how to write. Besides, the 
use of mnemonic loci method that combined 
with picture gave good impact toward students’ 
behavior, which proves that students were 
enthusiast in vocabulary learning process. This 
technique made students care that the power of 
memorizing word is one of important thing 
which unable be denied. 
 
Suggestion 
As a study that has been completely done, it 
can be seen that the strategy has given a good 
impact. Looking at the result gained the 
researcher recommend that for teacher will 
include the use of mnemonic loci method in 
teaching process as a reference of strategies that 
may use to teach students. Since the use of 
mnemonic loci method involves movements in 
it. The teachers should consider about the time. 
If it done too long, the learners may get tired and 
it will certainly influence the process of 
transferring knowledge that the target of the 
study may not maximally achieved.  
Related to the strategy used of this research, 
it is better for the next researcher to be 
innovative in designing effective mnemonics. It 
can be start from understanding in mind three 
principles of recall: imagination, association and 
location. Thus, whatever kind of mnemonic 
technique used, it can easily to improve recall 
particularly in vocabulary learning process. For 
readers who interest to take apart the similar 
study related to this research, it is better for 
further researcher to discover widespread 
references for improving students’ vocabulary 
acquisition through mnemonic technique. As a 
final point, the researcher realized that this paper 
is far from being picture-perfect. That is why a 
good input such as beneficial critics and advices 
needed for the accomplishment of this thesis. 
The researcher hopes that, this thesis will be 
meaningful for all. 
 
REFERENCES 
Allen, J. (2006). Words, Words, Words: 
Teaching Vocabulary in Grades 4–12. 
Portland: Stenhouse Publishers 
Amiryousefi, M. & Ketabi, S. (2011). Mnemonic 
Instruction: A Way to Boost Vocabulary 
Learning and Recall. Finland: Academy 
Publisher. 
Amoli, F.A., & Karbalaei, A. (2012). The Effect 
of Mnemonic Strategies Instruction on the 
6 
 
Immediate and Delayed Information 
Retrieval of Vocabulary Learning in EFL 
Learners. Online. Available at 
https://pdfs.semanticscholar.org/b78a/9e
38bb7c73a1728769dac16604d79cbcbab
7.pdf. Retrieved on February, 11 2018. 
Azmi, M.N.L. (2016). A Case Study on the 
Effects of Mnemonics on English 
Vocabulary. Online. Available at URL: 
http://dx.doi.org/10.7575/aiac.ijalel. 
Retrieved on February, 11 2018.  
Bassey, M. (1998) Action Research for 
Improving Practice’, in Halsall, R. (ed.), 
Teacher Research and School 
Improvement: Opening Doors from the 
Inside. Buckingham: Open University 
Press. 
Burns, A. (2010). Doing Action Research in 
English Language Teaching. New York: 
Routledge. 
Byrne, J.H. & Menzel, R. (2008). Learning and 
Memory: A Comprehensive Reference. 
Slovenia: Elsevier Ltd.  
Cameron, Lynne. (2001). Teaching language to 
young learners. New York: 
 Cambridge University Press. 
Cohen, L., Morrison, K., & Manion, L. (2005). 
Research Method in Education. (5thed.). 
New York: Routledge Falmer. 
Cohen, L., Morrison, K., & Manion, L. (2007). 
Research Method in Education. (6thed.). 
New York: Routledge Falmer. 
Cremin, T. (2009). Teaching English Creatively. 
New York: Routledge 
D’Arcy, M.S. & Mann, A. (2005). Introducing 
Mnemonics: Improve Your Memory 
Improve Your Mind. Online. Available at 
http://en.bookfi.net/book/1441072. 
Retrieved on January,17 2018.  
Fontana, J.L., Scruggs, T., & Mastroprieri, M.A. 
(2016). Mnemonic Strategy Instruction in 
Inclusive Secondary Social Studies 
Classes. Online. Available at 
rse.sagepub.com. Retrieved on April, 11 
2019. 
Hargreaves, A., Lieberman, A., Fullan, M., & 
Hopkins, D. (2010). Second International 
Handbook of Educational Change. 
London: Springer. 
Hiebert, E.H. & Kamil, M.L. (2005). Teaching 
and Learning Vocabulary Bringing 
Research to Practice. London: LEA 
Publisher. 
Higbee, K.L. (1996). Your Memory How It 
Works & How to Improve (2nd). New 
York: Marlowe & Company. 
Hills, C. (2015). Limitation of Mnemonic. 
Online. Available at 
http://www.skillstoolbox.com. Retrieved 
on April, 3 2018. 
Hopkins, D. (2002) A Teacher’s Guide to 
Classroom Research. Buckingham: Open 
University Press. 
Johnston, J., Halocha, J., & Mark, C. (2007). 
Developing Teaching Skills in the 
Primary School. New York: Open 
University Press. 
Kamps, B.S. (2010). The Word Brain: A Short 
Guide to Fast Language Learning. Paris: 
Flying Publisher & Kamps. 
Koshy, V. (2005) Action Research for Improving 
Practice a Practical Guide. London: sage 
Legge, E.L.G., Madan, C.R., Enoch, T., & 
Caplan, J.B. (2012). Building a memory 
palace in minutes: Equivalent memory 
performance using virtual versus 
conventional environments with the 
Method of Loci. Online. Available at 
www.elsevier.com/ locate/actpsy. 
Retrieved on March,17 2019. 
Lorayne, H. & Lucas, J. (1975). The Memory 
Book. New York: Stein and Day 
Publisher. 
Mack, N., Kathleen, C., Macqueen, M., Greg, 
G., & Namey, E. (2005). Qualitative 
Research Methods: a Data Collector’s 
Field Guide. California: FHI Publisher. 
Mark, S.D. & Mann, A. (2005). Introducing 
Mnemonics: Improve Your Memory 
Improve Your Mind. Online. Available at 
http://en.bookfi.net/book/1441072. 
Retrieved on January,17 2018. 
Miles, M.B., & Huberman, A.M. 
(1994). Qualitative Data Analysis. (2nd 
ed.). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage 
Publications. 
Mitchell, S., Baugh, L., & Kelly, J. (2016). Parts 
of Speech. Columbia: Open School BC. 
7 
 
Mocko, M., Lesser, L.M., Agler, A.E., & 
Francis, F.S. (2017). Assessing 
Effectiveness of Mnemonics for Tertiary 
Students in a Hybrid Introductory 
Statistics Course. Online. Available at 
https://www.tandfonline.com/loi/ujse20. 
Retrieved on April, 11 2019. 
Putnam, L. (2015). Mnemonics in Education: 
Current Research and Application. 
Online. Available at 
www.researchgate.net/publication/28142
6153. Retrieved on April, 11 2019. 
Lubin, J. & Polloway, E.A. (2016). Mnemonic 
Instruction in Science and Social Studies 
for Students with Learning Problems: A 
Review. Online. Available at 
https://eric.ed.gov/?id=EJ1118431. 
Retrieved on April, 11 2019. 
Nelson, A.P. (2005). The Harvard Medical 
School Guide to Achieving Optimal 
Memory. USA: McGraw.Hill. 
Norton, L.S. (2009). Action Research in 
Teaching and Learning: A practical guide 
to conducting pedagogical research in 
universities. New York: Routledge.  
Reason, P. & Bradbury, H. (2001) Handbook of 
Action Research: Participative Enquiry 
and Practice. London: Sage. 
Samston, M.S.D. (2001). More AbraVocabra 
The Amazingly Sensible Approach to 
Teaching Vocabulary. Colorado: 
Cottonwood Press, Inc. 
Shaman, S.N. (2011). Using Mnemonic Devices 
to Help College English Language 
Learners Improve Spelling: An 
Exploratory Study. Online. Available at 
www.dissertations.wsu.edu/thesis/.../s_sh
aman_051611.pdf. Retrieved on 
February, 18 2018.  
Smith, M. (2012). Why Memorising Facts can be 
a Keystone to Learning. Online. Available 
at 
https://www.theguardian.com/internation
al. Retrieved on January,17 2018. 
Sprenger, M. (2005). How to Teach so Students 
Remember. Virginia: ASCD Publisher. 
Stenger, C. (2009). A Sheep Falls Out of the 
Tree: And Other Techniques to Develop 
an Incredible Memory & Boost 
Brainpower. New York: McGraw-Hill 
publisher. 
Takac, V.P. (2008). Vocabulary Learning 
Strategies and Foreign Language 
Acquisition. Canada: Multilingual Matters 
Ltd. 
Thomas, D.J. & Christopher, G.C. (2003). 
Differetial Diagnosis Mnemonics. 
Philadelphia: HANLEY & BELFUS, 
INC. 
Villalobos, L. (2010). Rubrics A Useful Tool for 
Assessing Students’ Performance. Online. 
Available at http://rubistar.4teachers.org. 
Retrieved on May, 20 2018.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
